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W KHQ�,�ÀUVW�PRYHG�WR�%RXOGHU��&RORUDGR��LQ������ 
RQH�RI � WKH�ÀUVW� SHRSOH� WKDW� -��*RUGRQ�+ROW� LQWUR�
GXFHG�PH�WR�ZDV�-HII �1HOVRQ�� WKH�RZQHU�RI �%RXO�
GHU�$PSOLÀHUV�DQG�WKH�FKLHI �GHVLJQHU��*RUGRQ�DQG�

,�ZRXOG��GXULQJ� WKH�PLG�1LQHWLHV��YLVLW� -HII ·V� OLVWHQLQJ� URRP�WR�
´VHH�KRZ�ZH�GLGµ�ZLWK�RXU�IUHVKO\�PLQWHG�OLYH�UHFRUGLQJV�RI �WKH�
%RXOGHU�3KLOKDUPRQLF��-HII �KDG�KLV�HOHFWURQLFV�KRRNHG�XS�WR�ELJ�
:HVWODNH�PRQLWRUV�LQ�D�ZHOO�GDPSHG�URRP��,W�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�UH�
YHDOLQJ�V\VWHP�WKDW�*RUGRQ�DQG�,�KDG�DFFHVV�WR�LQ�WKH�'HQYHU�
DUHD��$ERXW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��,�KDG�D�UHIHUHQFH�V\VWHP�FRQVLVWLQJ�
RI � D�%RXOGHU�/�$(�SUHDPSOLÀHU� DQG� D� SDLU� RI � ���$(�SRZHU�
DPSV�� 7KH\� ZHUH�P\� UHIHUHQFHV� IRU� VHYHUDO� \HDUV�� VXFFHVVIXOO\�
PDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�RULJLQDO�$SRJHH�)XOO�5DQJH�DQG�'XQODY\�6&�9,�
ORXGVSHDNHUV��
:KHQ�WKLV�ÀUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI �%RXOGHU�HOHFWURQLFV�FRPSRQHQWV�

ZDV�ÀQDOO\�GLVFRQWLQXHG�DIWHU� D� ORQJ� VXFFHVVIXO� UXQ�� ,� VROG� WKH�
/�$(�DQG�WKH����$(V�WR�PDNH�ZD\�IRU�PRUH�FXUUHQW�SURGXFWLRQ�
FRPSRQHQWV��,�KDG�SODQQHG�WR�HYHQWXDOO\�UHYLVLW�%RXOGHU·V�RIIHU�
LQJV��EXW�DV�ZLWK�PDQ\�SODQV��LW�QHYHU�KDSSHQHG�DV�LWV�JHDU�VRRQ�
EHFDPH�ELJJHU�DQG�ZD\�EHHÀHU�WKDQ�P\�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�FRPIRUW�
]RQH�ZRXOG�DFFRPPRGDWH��5HYLHZLQJ�D�%RXOGHU�FRPSRQHQW�UH�
PDLQHG�D�GLVWDQW�KRSH�XQWLO�WKH�DQQRXQFHPHQW�RI �WKH�QHZ�����
LQWHJUDWHG�DPSOLÀHU��:LWK�D�SULFH�EHWZHHQ���������DQG���������
�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�FRQÀJXUDWLRQ��DQG�D�ZHLJKW�RI �RQO\����SRXQGV��

WKH�����HPHUJHG�DV�D�QHZ�HQ�
WU\�OHYHO�RSWLRQ�IURP�%RXOGHU��
UHSODFLQJ� WKH������ZKLFK�ZDV�
UHOHDVHG� LQ� ������ 7KH� TXHV�
WLRQ� ZDV� ZKHWKHU� WKLV� QHZ�
´%DE\�%RXOGHUµ�FRXOG�GHOLYHU�
DQ�HYHQ�JUHDWHU�OHYHO�RI �VRQLF�
VDWLVIDFWLRQ��/HW·V�ÀQG�RXW�

Tech Tour
5HDGLQJ� WKURXJK� WKH� SURPR�
VKHHW� WKDW� ZDV� VHQW� DORQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�DPSOLÀHU�� LW�ZDV� LP�
PHGLDWHO\� FOHDU� WKDW� WKH� ����
LV� QRW� D� UHIUHVK� RI �%RXOGHU·V�
�����´2YHU�D�SHULRG�RI �QHDUO\�
WZR�\HDUV��HYHU\�DVSHFW�RI �WKH�
���·V� EXLOG� DQG� PDQXIDFWXU�
LQJ� ZDV� DQDO\]HG�� )URP� WKH�
QXPEHU� RI � RSHUDWLRQV� QHF�
HVVDU\� WR� FXW� DQG� ÀQLVK� WKH�
PHWDOZRUN� GRZQ� WR� WKH� YHU\�
FRORU� RI � WKH� FLUFXLW� ERDUG�
PDVNLQJ��DQ\�GHWDLO�WKDW�FRXOG�
UHGXFH� FRVWV� ZLWKRXW� UHGXF�
LQJ� SHUIRUPDQFH� ZDV� VRXJKW�

RXW��$V�D�UHVXOW��WKH�HTXLYDOHQW�
DOO�DQDORJ�YHUVLRQ�RI � WKH�����
LV�DFWXDOO\�OHVV�H[SHQVLYH�WKDQ�
WKH� ���� LQWHJUDWHG� DPSOLÀHU�
WKDW�LW�UHSODFHV�µ�,Q�WKLV�DJH�RI �
VSLUDOLQJ� XSZDUG� SULFHV�� WKDW�
DORQH�LV�VSHFLDO�
7KH� ���� VHUYHV� DV� SURRI �

WKDW� WULFNOH�GRZQ� WHFKQRORJ\�
LV� UHDO�� %HJLQQLQJ� ZLWK� WKH�
GLJLWDO�VLGH��WKH�����KDV�LQKHU�
LWHG�LWV�V\VWHPDWLF�WHFKQRORJ\�
IURP�%RXOGHU·V������'$&��$OO�
VWUHDPHG�GLJLWDO�VRXUFHV�FRPH�
LQ�WKURXJK�D�VSHFLDOO\�FRQÀJ�
XUHG�5DVSEHUU\�3L��ZKHUH�WKH\�
DUH�RYHUVDPSOHG�WR������N+]��
:K\� �����"� %HFDXVH� WKDW� LV�
WKH� PD[LPXP� WKURXJKSXW�
DYDLODEOH� IURP� WKH� 3L·V� VLQJOH�
GDWD� FKDQQHO�� )URP� WKH� 3L�
WKH� VLJQDO� JRHV� WR� DQ� $65&�
�DV\QFKURQRXV� VDPSOH�UDWH�
FRQYHUWHU��� ZKLFK� UHFORFNV�
DOO� LQFRPLQJ�GLJLWDO�VLJQDOV�WR�
WKH����·V�RZQ�LQWHUQDO�PDVWHU�
FORFN��'DWD�IURP�WKH�$65&�LV�
WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�WKH�'$&�LWVHOI �
YLD� D� GLIIHUHQWLDO� FRQQHFWLRQ�
WKDW� GRHV� QRW� UHIHUHQFH� WR�
JURXQG� �DQG� WKHUHE\� DYRLGV�
QRLVH� LVVXHV� DVVRFLDWHG� ZLWK�
D�V\VWHP�WKDW�KDV�ERWK�GLJLWDO�
DQG� DQDORJ� JURXQG� SODQHV���

Steven Stone

%RXOGHU�����,QWHJUDWHG�$PSOLƩHU
Baby Boulder
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7KH�'$&�RXWSXW·V�FXUUHQW�LV�WKHQ�FRQYHUWHG�LQWR�YROWDJH�EHIRUH�
EHLQJ�SURFHVVHG�E\�D���SROH�DQDORJ�%HVVHO�ÀOWHU�
7KH����·V�YROXPH�FRQWURO�LV�GLJLWDOO\�FRQWUROOHG�DQDORJ��ZLWK�D�

VHULHV�RI �&026�VZLWFKHV�FRQWUROOLQJ�WKH�UHVLVWRU�ODGGHU�DWWHQXD�
WRU��7KLV�VFKHPH�HQVXUHV�H[WUHPHO\�ORZ�GLVWRUWLRQ�FRXSOHG�ZLWK�
DQ�DEVHQFH�RI �VZLWFKLQJ�QRLVH��$OO� WKUHH�DQDORJ� LQSXWV�DUH�EDO�
DQFHG�GLIIHUHQWLDO�;/5V�� DQG� WKH� VLJQDO� SDWK� UHPDLQV�EDODQFHG�
XS�WR�WKH�SRZHU�DPSOLÀHU��ZKLFK�LV�D�VLQJOH�HQGHG�RXWSXW�GHVLJQ��
%HIRUH�WKH�VLJQDO�DUULYHV�DW�WKH�&ODVV�$%�SRZHU�DPSOLÀHU��LW�JRHV�
WKURXJK�LQSXW�VHOHFWLRQ�UHOD\V�DQG�D�EXIIHU�VWDJH��2QH�RI �WKH�́ VH�
FUHWVµ�RI �WKH����·V�GHVLJQ��DQG�WKDW�RI �RWKHU�%RXOGHU�DPSOLÀHUV��
LV�WKDW�WKH�SRZHU�DPSOLÀHU�RQO\�QHHGV�WR�VXSSO\���G%�RI �JDLQ�EH�
FDXVH�WKH�FLUFXLWU\�DKHDG�RI �WKH�DPSOLÀHU�VXSSOLHV�VXFK�D�UREXVW�
VLJQDO��7KH�DQDORJ�VLJQDO�FKDLQ�FDQ�GHOLYHU�D�PD[LPXP�JDLQ�RI �D�
ZKRSSLQJ�����G%�
$OWKRXJK�WKH�����KDV�D�UDWHG�RXWSXW�RI �´RQO\µ�����ZDWWV�LQWR�

��RKPV��LW�FDQ�GHOLYHU�����ZDWWV�RI �SHDN�SRZHU�LQWR���RKPV�DQG�
����ZDWWV�SHDN�LQWR���RKPV��7KH�KLJKHU�SHDN�FXUUHQW�LV�D�UHVXOW�
RI �WKH����·V�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�SURWHFWLRQ�FLUFXLWU\��ZKLFK�FDQ�GHWHFW�D�
VKRUW�WKHQ�UHVHW�DIWHU�D�WKUHH�VHFRQG�GHOD\��RQFH�WKH�VKRUW�LV�HOLP�
LQDWHG��7KLV�DOORZV�IRU�D�KLJKHU�PD[LPXP�RXWSXW�ZLWKRXW�ULVNLQJ�
GDPDJH�WR�WKH�SRZHU�DPSOLÀHU·V�FLUFXLWU\�

Ergonomics
7KH�����FDQ�EH�FRQÀJXUHG�DW�WKH�IDFWRU\�LQ�WZR�ZD\V��7KH�EDVLF�
YHUVLRQ� LV�DQDORJ�RQO\��ZLWK�WKUHH�EDODQFHG�;/5�DQDORJ� LQSXWV��
7KH�GLJLWDO�YHUVLRQ�KDV�D�EXLOW�LQ�'$&�ZLWK�63',)��7RV/LQN��DQG�
$(6�(%8� LQSXWV�� DV�ZHOO� DV� D�5DVSEHUU\�3L�(WKHUQHW� VWUHDP�
LQJ�FRQQHFWLRQ�VR�LW�ZLOO�VXSSRUW�5RRQ��7LGDO��4REX]��DQG�RWKHU�
VWUHDPLQJ�VRXUFHV��7KH�YHUVLRQ�VHQW�WR�PH�IRU�UHYLHZ�ZDV�WKH�GLJ�
LWDO�YHUVLRQ�ZLWK�IXOO�VWUHDPLQJ�FDSDELOLWLHV��7KH�RQO\�GLJLWDO�LQSXW�
WKH�����ODFNV�LV�86%��,W�KDV�SURYLVLRQV�IRU�PXOWLSOH�86%�GULYHV�WR�
EH�DWWDFKHG��EXW�QRW�D�86%�FRQQHFWHG�FRPSXWHU�
6HWXS�ZDV�DV�VLPSOH�DV�FRQQHFWLQJ�D�SDLU�RI �$XGLHQFH�$8���

6;�VSHDNHU�FDEOHV�WR�WKH����·V�
VSHDNHU�RXWSXWV��$V�DQ�H[WHU�
QDO� DQDORJ�GLJLWDO� VRXUFH�� ,�
HPSOR\HG�WKH�*ROG1RWH�'6�
�����+RRNLQJ�XS�D�VXEZRRI�
HU� ZRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ� HTXDOO\�
HDV\�� H[FHSW� IRU� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�
WKH�����ODFNV�D�OLQH�OHYHO�RXW�
SXW�� VR� WKDW� DQ\� VXEZRRIHU�
\RX� LQWHQG� WR� XVH� ZLWK� WKH�
���� PXVW� KDYH� ´KLJK�OHYHOµ�
RU�´VSHDNHU�OHYHOµ�LQSXWV��)RU�
PRVW� DXGLRSKLOHV� WKLV�ZLOO� EH�
QR�ELJ�GHDO��EXW�IRU�WKRVH�OLNH�
P\VHOI � ZKR� KDYH� D� -/� )DWK�
RP�VXEZRRIHU��ZKLFK�KDV�QR�
VSHDNHU�OHYHO� LQSXWV�� D� FRQ�
YHUWHU�WR�JR�IURP�VSHDNHU�OHY�
HO� WR� OLQH�OHYHO�ZLOO� EH� QHFHV�
VDU\�� )RUWXQDWHO\�� -/� $XGLR�
PDNHV�MXVW�VXFK�D�FRQYHUWHU�DV�
SDUW�RI � LWV�PRELOH�DXGLR� OLQH��
,�ERUURZHG�RQH�IURP�-/��DQG�
LW�ZRUNHG�ÀQH��%XW�LW�GRHV�QRW�
DFFHSW� VSDGH� OXJV� RU� EDQDQD�
SOXJV��VR�,�KDG�WR�UH�WHUPLQDWH�
VRPH�ROGHU�FDEOHV�WR�EDUH�ZLUH�
WR�PDNH�WKHP�ÀW�
'XULQJ�WKH�WLPH�WKDW�,�ZDV�

ZDLWLQJ�IRU�WKH�-/�$XGLR�KLJK�
OHYHO�WR�OLQH�OHYHO�FRQYHUWHU�� ,�
XVHG�WKH�����SXUHO\�DV�D�SRZ�
HU� DPSOLÀHU�� +RZ� GLG� ,� GR�
WKLV"�,W�ZDV�HDV\��$Q\�LQWHJUDW�
HG�DPSOLÀHU�FDQ�EH�XVHG�DV�D�
EDVLF� SRZHU� DPSOLÀHU³MXVW�
WXUQ�LW�XS�WR�IXOO��RU�QHDUO\�IXOO�
RXWSXW��DQG�FRQWURO�WKH�OHYHOV�
ZLWK�D�SUHDPSOLÀHU�FRQQHFWHG�
WR�RQH�RI �LWV�LQSXWV��7R�JHW�WKH�
ULJKW�EDODQFH�ZLWK�P\�WZR�-/�
$XGLR�)DWKRP�I����VXEZRRI�
HUV��,�VHW�WKH�%RXOGHU·V�YROXPH�
FRQWURO�WR�����RXW�RI ������
7KH�����KDV� WZR� OHYHOV�RI �

WXUQ�RQ�DFWLYDWLRQ��7KHUH·V�DQ�
RQ�RII � VZLWFK� RQ� WKH� EDFN��
ZKLFK�� ZKHQ� VZLWFKHG� RQ��
FDQ� WKHUHDIWHU� EH� GLVUHJDUG�
HG�� VLQFH� WKH� IURQW�SDQHO� KDV�
D� VHFRQG� SRZHU� EXWWRQ� �DV�
ZHOO� DV� RQH� RQ� WKH� UHPRWH��
WKDW�ZLOO�KDQGOH�WKH�GD\�WR�GD\�
XVH��7KH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKH�GRX�
EOH�VZLWFK� V\VWHP� LV� WKDW� WKH�
���� NHHSV� VRPH� ORZ�SRZHU�

SDUWV�RI � LWV�FLUFXLWU\�RQ�FRQ�
WLQXRXVO\��HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKH�XQLW�
LV� VZLWFKHG� ´RII µ� IURP� WKH�
IURQW� SDQHO�� 7KH� GLIIHUHQFH�
LQ� FXUUHQW� GUDZ� LV� REYLRXV��
:KHQ� WKH� ���� LV� LQ� VWDQGE\�
PRGH�� WKH� WRS� LV� FRRO� WR� WKH�
WRXFK��ZKHQ�WKH�DPS�LV�RSHU�
DWLRQDO��WKH�WRS�EHFRPHV�TXLWH�
ZDUP�
,� XVHG� WKH� ���� FRQQHFWHG�

YLD�(WKHUQHW�DQG�:L�)L�LQ�GLI�
IHUHQW� VHWXSV�� 7KH� :L�)L� LQ�
VWDOO�ZDV�IDU�PRUH�XVHU�IULHQG�
O\�WKDQ�PRVW�,·YH�H[SHULHQFHG��
,W� HYHQ� ZRUNHG� RQ� WKH� ÀUVW�
WU\��:L�)L�LQVWDOO�GRHV�LQYROYH�
PDQGDWRU\� XVH� RI � %RXOGHU·V�
DSS�� FDOOHG� DSSURSULDWHO\� WKH�
´%RXOGHU�$SS�µ�$IWHU�GRZQ�
ORDGLQJ� LW� IURP� WKH� $SSOH�
6WRUH��,�XVH�DQ�26;�GHYLFH���LW�
JXLGHG�PH�WKURXJK�WKH�VHW�XS�
VWHSV��$IWHU�LQVWDOOLQJ�WKH�:L�
)L�LQWHUQHW�FRQQHFWLRQ��,�XVHG�
5RRQ�IRU�PRVW�RI �P\� OLVWHQ�
LQJ��EXW�VLQFH�WKH����� LV�83�
Q3�DZDUH� DQG� GLVFRYHUDEOH��
,� FRXOG�KDYH�XVHG�P&RQWURO��
P&RQQHFW�� RU� RWKHU� 83Q3�
DSSOLFDWLRQV� LI � 5RRQ� ZHUH�
QRW�DYDLODEOH��2Q�P\�SULPDU\�
GHVNWRS�0DF��$XGLUYDQD�DOVR�
UHFRJQL]HG� DQG� FRXOG� VHQG�
PXVLF�ÀOHV�WR�WKH������
7KH� ���� GRHV� QRW� FRPH�

ZLWK� D� GHGLFDWHG� UHPRWH��
%RXOGHU�FDQ�VXSSO\�RQH�IRU�D�
VPDOO� DGGLWLRQDO� FKDUJH�� 7KH�
UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV�LV�WKDW�PRVW�XV�
HUV�ZLOO�PRVW� OLNHO\�XVH�HLWKHU�
5RRQ�RU�WKH�%RXOGHU�$SS�YLD�
WKHLU�VPDUWSKRQH�RU�WDEOHW�WR�
FRQWURO� WKH� �����7KH� UHPRWH�
VXSSOLHG�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�IDQF\³
QRW�PDGH� IURP� D� VROLG� ELOOHW�
RI � DOXPLQXP� RU� IHVWRRQHG�
ZLWK�]LUFRQ�HQFUXVWDWLRQV��,W·V�
PHUHO\� D� ORQJ� EODFN� SODVWLF�
UHFWDQJOH� KRVWLQJ� D� FRPSOHWH�
VHW�RI �FRQWURO�EXWWRQV��6RPH�
DUH� UHGXQGDQW�� VXFK� DV� WZR�
ZD\V� WR� DGMXVW� WKH� YROXPH��
7KH� UHG� PLFURSKRQH� EXWWRQ�
GRHVQ·W� VHHP� WR� GR� DQ\WKLQJ�
DW�DOO��DQG�VLQFH�LW�LV�D�JHQHULF�

Specs & Pricing

Type:�,QWHJUDWHG�DPSOLÀHU�ZLWK�EXLOW�LQ�'$&�DQG�QHW-

work capabilities

Power output: 200Wpc into 8 ohms (RMS), 250Wpc into 

8 ohms (peak)

Analog inputs: Three balanced XLR

Digital inputs: Ethernet, 4x USB, TosLink, AES/EBU

Input impedance: 100k ohms balanced

Dimensions: 16.7" x 17" x 7.25"

Weight: 54 lbs.

Price: $13,450 without DAC and $14,950 with built-in 

DAC (DAC board available for $2300)

BOULDER AMPLIFIERS, INC. 
255 South Taylor Avenue 

Louisville, CO  80027 

(303) 449-8220 

boulderamp.com
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UHPRWH�LW�PD\�QHYHU�GR�DQ\WKLQJ��EXW�DV�%RXOGHU�H[SHFWV�WR�GR�
UHJXODU�VRIWZDUH�ÀUPZDUH�XSGDWHV��ZKR�NQRZV"
8VLQJ�5RRQ� DV�P\�SULPDU\� VRXUFH�ZRUNHG�ÁDZOHVVO\� H[FHSW�

IRU�RQH�VPDOO�JOLWFK³LI �\RX�SDXVH�D�VHOHFWLRQ�YLD�WKH����·V�WRXFK�
IURQW�SDQHO��LW�ZLOO�QRW�EHJLQ�WR�SOD\�DJDLQ�ZKHQ�\RX�WU\�WR�VWDUW�LW�
YLD�%RXOGHU·V�IURQW�SDQHO��,W�ZLOO�ÁDVK�SOD\�IRU�D�PRPHQW�EHIRUH�
UHYHUWLQJ�WR�SDXVH��7R�JHW�WKH�����WR�SOD\�WKH�FXUUHQW�VHOHFWLRQ�
\RX�PXVW� XVH� D�5RRQ�5HPRWH� FRQWURO� WR� WDNH� LW� RXW� RI � SDXVH�
PRGH��>Boulder reports that a software update has corrected this problem. 

]
7KH�GLJLWDO�YHUVLRQ�RI �WKH�����ODFNV�RQH�IHDWXUH�WKDW�\RX�PD\�

UHTXLUH��D�SURYLVLRQ�WR�SOD\�D�86%�GLJLWDO�ÀOH�HPDQDWLQJ�IURP�D�
FRPSXWHU��7KH�����KDV�86%�FRQQHFWLRQV��EXW�WKH\�DUH�LQWHQGHG�
IRU�H[WHUQDO�GULYHV��QRW�IRU�WKH�86%�VLJQDO�RXWSXW�IURP�D�FRP�
SXWHU��7KDW�VXUSULVHG�PH�DV�86%�'$&V�DUH�VR�XELTXLWRXV�WKHVH�
GD\V��+RZHYHU��IRU�PRVW�����XVHUV�WKLV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�D�SUREOHP��
VLQFH�WKH�����KDV�DQ�LQWHUQDO�'$&�WR�GHFRGH�GLJLWDO�ÀOHV�VHQW�YLD�
\RXU�QHWZRUN��VR�DQ\WKLQJ�RQ�\RXU�QHWZRUN�LV�GLVFRYHUDEOH�DQG�
SOD\DEOH��6LQFH�LW·V�RQ�D�UHPRYDEOH�FLUFXLW�ERDUG��WKH�����LQWHUQDO�
'$&�FDQ�EH�UHSODFHG�RU�XSGDWHG�ZKHQ�LW�JHWV�ORQJ�RI �WRRWK��LQ��
VD\��ÀYH�\HDUV�
:KHQ�,�HQTXLUHG�DERXW�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI �D�86%�LQSXW�RQ�WKH�GLJ�

LWDO�YHUVLRQ�RU�RI �D�OLQH�OHYHO�RXWSXW�IRU�VXEZRRIHUV�WKDW�RQO\�WDNH�
OLQH�OHYHO� VLJQDO�� %RXOGHU� UHSOLHG�� ´6LQFH� WKH� ����ZDV� GHVLJQHG�
WR�PHHW�D�SULFH�SRLQW«(DFK�IHDWXUH�DQG�FRQQHFWLRQ�GRHV�FRPH�
ZLWK�D�SULFH��VR�WKHUH�ZHUH�IHDWXUHV�RSWLRQV�ZH�KDG�WR�OHDYH�RXW�
WR�PHHW�RXU�JRDOV��'RLQJ�PDUNHW�UHVHDUFK�DQG�DVNLQJ�RXU�GHDOHUV�
DQG�GLVWULEXWRUV�WKHLU�RSLQLRQV�RQ�HVVHQWLDO�IHDWXUHV�DQG�FRQQHF�
WLRQV�DUH�KRZ�ZH�GHWHUPLQHG�ZKDW�WKH�����ZRXOG�DQG�ZRXOG�QRW�
KDYH��2XU�ELJJHVW�JRDO�ZDV�WR�FUHDWH�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�PRUH�
REWDLQDEOH�WR�D�ZLGHU�DXGLHQFH�ZLWKRXW�VDFULÀFLQJ�SHUIRUPDQFH�
RU�EXLOG�TXDOLW\�µ

Sound
7KH�ÀUVW�WLPH�,�KHDUG�WKH�����ZDV�LQ�%RXOGHU·V�RZQ�GHGLFDWHG�OLV�
WHQLQJ�URRP��SRZHULQJ�D�SDLU�RI �)RFDO�*UDQGH�8WRSLD�(0�ORXG�
VSHDNHUV��2Q�*OHQQ�*RXOG·V�MXVWO\�IDPRXV�ÀQDO�YHUVLRQ�RI �%DFK·V�
Goldberg� 9DULDWLRQV�� WKH� V\VWHP� WRRN� D� UHFRUGLQJ� ,� NQRZ� ZHOO�
DQG�GHOLYHUHG�D�JUHDWHU�GHJUHH�RI �VSDFH�DQG�VHSDUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
*RXOG·V�SLDQR�DQG�KLV�YRFDOL]DWLRQV�WKDQ�,·YH�KHDUG�WKURXJK�RWKHU�

V\VWHPV��7KLV� OHYHO�RI � LOOXPL�
QDWLRQ� RI � LQQHU� GHWDLOV� ZLWK�
RXW�DQ�DUWLÀFLDO��WKLQ��RU�RYHUO\�
DQDO\WLFDO�EDODQFH�ZDV�VSHFLDO��
7KH� ����)RFDO� FRPELQDWLRQ�
ZDV� UHOD[HG� DQG� PXVLFDO��
ZKLOH� SURYLGLQJ� DOO� WKH� GHWDLO�
DQG� UHVROXWLRQ� WKLV� SDLU� RI �
HDUV�DQG�EUDLQ�FRXOG�SURFHVV��
7KH�OLVWHQLQJ�VHVVLRQ�FHUWDLQO\�
FHPHQWHG� P\� GHVLUH� WR� KHDU�
WKH�%RXOGHU� LQ�PRUH� IDPLOLDU�
VXUURXQGLQJV�
:KLOH� ,� ZDV� ZDLWLQJ� IRU� D�

UHYLHZ� VDPSOH�� D� IULHQG� DQG�
UHJXODU� OLVWHQLQJ� EXGG\� SXU�
FKDVHG� DQ� DQDORJ� YHUVLRQ� RI �
���� WR�EH� WKH�FHQWHUSLHFH�RI �
KLV�QHZ�(ODF�&RQFHUWR�6�����
ORXGVSHDNHU� V\VWHP�� ,Q� KLV�
ODUJH��ZHOO�GDPSHG�VSDFH��WKH�
���� KDG� QR� SUREOHP� GULYLQJ�
WKH�(ODFV�WR�ZHOO�SDVW�P\�XS�
SHU� YROXPH� OLPLWV��7KH� FRP�
ELQDWLRQ�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�D�OLWWOH�
LPSUHVVLYH��7KH�V\VWHP�KDG�D�
ZRQGHUIXO�VHQVH�RI �FDOP��$QG�
ZKLOH�WKLV�URRP�ZDV�QRW�TXLWH�
DV� TXLHW� LQ� WHUPV� RI � EDFN�
JURXQG� QRLVH� OHYHOV� �LW� ZDV�
�G%�KLJKHU�LQ�QRLVH�OHYHO�WKDQ�
%RXOGHU·V� OLVWHQLQJ�URRP��WKH�
V\VWHP·V� VLOHQFH� ZKHQ� PXVLF�
ZDV�QRW�SOD\LQJ�ZDV�LQGLFDWLYH�
RI �WKH�ODFN�RI �ORZ�OHYHO�QRLVH�
LQ�WKH������(YHQ�RQ�HVSHFLDOO\�
EXV\�PXVLFDO� VHOHFWLRQV�� VXFK�
DV� %OHDFKHU·V� ´+RZ� 'DUH�
<RX�:DQW�0RUH"µ� IURP�Live 
at Electric Ladyland�� WKH� ����

QHYHU� VRXQGHG� VWUHVVHG� RU�
FRQIXVHG³HYHQ� DW� ERUGHU�
OLQH�HDU�EOHHG�63/V��7KH����·V�
DELOLW\�WR�SUHVHUYH�DOO�WKH�VXE�
WOH�PXVLFDO�GHWDLOV�ZLWK�QR�KR�
PRJHQL]DWLRQ�RU�REVFXUDWLRQV�
RU�PLFUR�GHWDLOV�PDGH� OLVWHQ�
LQJ�GHHS�LQWR�WKH�PL[�HDV\�
,W�WRRN�VHYHUDO�PRQWKV�EH�

IRUH�%RXOGHU�FRXOG�UHOHDVH�DQ�
����LQWR�P\�KDQGV��$IWHU�WKH�
LQLWLDO�VHWXS��ZKHUH�,�UHSODFHG�
P\�PDLQ� OLVWHQLQJ� URRP� DP�
SOLÀHU�� D� 3DVV� /DEV� �������
ZLWK� WKH� ����� P\� OLVWHQLQJ�
EHJDQ��$W�ÀUVW��,�XVHG�WKH�����
VWULFWO\�DV�D�SRZHU�DPS��ZLWK�
WKH�*ROG�1RWH�'6����� DV� D�
'$&� DQG� SUHDPSOLÀHU�� 0\�
LQLWLDO�LPSUHVVLRQ�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�
����SURGXFHG�D�OHYHO�RI �VRQLF�
TXDOLW\� VLPLODU� WR� WKDW� RI � WKH�
3DVV��WKRXJK�WKHUH�ZHUH�GHÀ�
QLWH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKHLU�
WZR� SUHVHQWDWLRQV�� 7KH� 3DVV�
������ KDG� D� VOLJKWO\� ZDUP�
HU� KDUPRQLF� EDODQFH�� ZLWK� D�
ELW�PRUH�HQHUJ\�LQ�WKH�XSSHU�
EDVV� DQG� ORZHU� PLGUDQJH��
7KLV� FRXOG� EH� DWWULEXWHG� WR�
GDPSLQJ�IDFWRU� GLIIHUHQFHV��
%RWK� DPSOLÀHUV� ZHUH� HTXDO�
O\�TXLHW�DW� LGOH��ZLWK�RQO\� WKH�
VOLJKWHVW� KLVV� ZKHQ� P\� HDUV�
ZHUH�ULJKW�QH[W�WR�WKH�6SDWLDO�
;���WZHHWHUV��%RWK�DPSOLÀHUV�
DOVR�SURGXFHG�H[WUHPHO\�VLP�
LODU�LPDJLQJ�DQG�VRXQGVWDJLQJ�
SHUVSHFWLYHV��2Q�P\�RZQ�OLYH�
FRQFHUW� UHFRUGLQJV�� WKH� SOD\�
HUV�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ORFDWLRQV��
ZKLFK�ZHUH�VSDWLDOO\�FRUUHFW�
$IWHU� VHYHUDO� PRQWKV� LQ�

P\�PDLQ�V\VWHP��,�PRYHG�WKH�
���� WR� P\� QHDUÀHOG� GHVNWRS�
VHWXS�� ZKHUH� LW� UHSODFHG� DQ�
/6$�:DUS�2QH�SRZHU�DPSOL�
ÀHU�DQG�7RUWXJD�$XGLR�/'5�
���[�9��SDVVLYH�SUHDPSOLÀHU��
,�DWWDFKHG�D�7RSSLQJ�'��6(�
WR� WKH�ÀUVW�RI � WKH����·V� DQD�
ORJ�LQSXWV�YLD�.LPEHU�.&$*�
;/5� FDEOLQJ�� /RXGVSHDN�
HUV� ZHUH� WKH� $XGLHQFH� �����
$7&� 6&�� ,,�� 6RXQG� $UWLVW�
/6���$�� DQG� 2PHJD� 0LQL�
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Summary
7KH� HUJRQRPLF� EHDXW\� RI � WKH�%RXOGHU�
����LV�WKDW�ZLWK�RQH�FKDVVLV�\RX�FDQ�DF�
FRPSOLVK� HYHU\WKLQJ� UHTXLUHG� �H[FHSW�
WUDQVGXFHUV�� D� WXUQWDEOH� V\VWHP�� DQG� D�
FRXSOH� RI � FDEOHV�� WR� DVVHPEOH� D� FRP�
SOHWH� KLJK�SHUIRUPDQFH� DXGLR� V\VWHP��
<RX�FDQ�KDYH�D�IXOO\�IXQFWLRQDO�VWDWH�RI�
WKH�DUW� DXGLR� V\VWHP� WKDW� GRHV� QRW� HQ�
WDLO�ODUJH�PHWDO�ER[HV�RQ�WKH�ÁRRU�WHWK�
HUHG�YLD�FDEOHV� WR�D�SKDODQ[�RI �FKDVVLV�
RQ� UDFNV�� )RU� DXGLRSKLOHV� ZLWK� VPDOOHU�
URRPV�DQG�VSDFH�UHVWULFWLRQV��WKH�%RXO�

GHU� ���� KDV� WKH� FDSDELOLW\� WR� SURGXFH�
VXSHUE�VRQLFV�LQ�OLPLWHG�VSDFHV�DW�D�OHY�
HO� WKDW� FDQ� HTXDO� WKDW� RI � D�PXOWLSOLFLW\�
RI � VHSDUDWH�ER[HV� LQ�D� ODUJHU�GHGLFDWHG�
URRP�
,I � \RX·YH� EHHQ� D� IDQ� RI � %RXOGHU·V�

VRQLFV� DQG� EXLOG�TXDOLW\� EXW� KDYH� EHHQ�
XQDEOH� WR�ÀHOG� WKH�VSDFH�IRU� WKHLU�JHQ�
HURXVO\�VL]HG�FRPSRQHQWV��WKH�QHZ�����
FRXOG�EH�WKH�FRPSRQHQW�RI �\RXU�GUHDPV�
PDGH�LQWR�UHDOLW\��

0H�PRQLWRUV��FRQQHFWHG�YLD�$XGLHQFH�$8���
;�VSHDNHU�FDEOH��)LQDOO\��D�9HORG\QH�''�����
VXEZRRIHU�ZDV�DWWDFKHG�YLD�LWV�VSHDNHU�OHYHO�
FRQQHFWLRQV��5HSODFLQJ�WKH�/6$�:DUS�2QH�
DQG�7RUWXJD�$XGLR�/'5���;��EXW�VWLOO�HP�
SOR\LQJ�WKH�7RSSLQJ�'��6H��,�QRWLFHG�VLPL�
ODU�VRXQGVWDJH�DQG�VSDWLDO�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��EXW�
WKH� ����KDG� VOLJKWO\� D� VOLJKWO\�PRUH� ´PHDW�
DQG�SRWDWRHVµ�VRXQG�WKDW�ZDV�KDUPRQLFDOO\�
PRUH�FRPSOH[��ZLWK�D�VRQLF�FKDUDFWHU�,�XVX�
DOO\�DVVRFLDWH�ZLWK�D�&ODVV�$�SRZHU�DPSOLÀHU�
,� ZDV� KRSLQJ� WR� GR� D� GLUHFW�� UHDO�WLPH�

$�%�EHWZHHQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�VHFWLRQ�RI �WKH�����
DQG�WKH�7RSSLQJ�'��6(�'$&�XVLQJ�5RRQ·V�
´*URXSµ� IXQFWLRQ��ZKLFK� DOORZV� WKH� VDPH�
VLJQDO�WR�EH�VHQW�WR�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�'$&��EXW�
WKH�����DOZD\V�GHIDXOWHG�WR�LWV�LQWHUQDO�'$&��
HYHQ� ZKHQ� ,� VHOHFWHG� WKH� 7RSSLQJ� IURP�
5RRQ·V�SXOO�GRZQ�PHQX�RI �DYDLODEOH�'$&V��
6R�� ,�KDG� WR�XQJURXS�DQG�UHVRUW� WR�PDQX�
DOO\� VZLWFKLQJ� EHWZHHQ� WKH� WZR� VRXUFHV��
*RLQJ�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�´ROG�VFKRRO�µ�ZKLFK�
UHTXLUHG�FKDQJLQJ�LQSXW�VHOHFWLRQ�DQG�'$&�
HQGSRLQWV�LQ�5RRQ��WRRN�DERXW����VHFRQGV�
WR� FRPSOHWH�� (YHQ� VR�� ,� QRWLFHG� IDU� PRUH�
VLPLODULWLHV� WKDQ� GLIIHUHQFHV�� 6RXQGVWDJ�
LQJ� DQG� LQQHU� GHWDLO�ZHUH� LQGLVWLQJXLVKDEOH�
IURP� HDFK� RWKHU��:LWK� WKHLU� YROXPH� OHYHOV�
PDWFKHG��SDUW�RI �WKH����VHFRQG�RSHUDWLRQ��
,�FRXOGQ·W�LGHQWLI\�DQ\�VRQLF�WHOOV�WKDW�GLVWLQ�
JXLVKHG�RQH�'$&�IURP�WKH�RWKHU�
2QH�RI �P\� IDYRULWH�RIWHQ�SOD\HG� DXGLR�

SKLOH� OLVWHQLQJ� JDPHV� LV� ´:KDW� FRXOG� EH�
EHWWHU"µ� $Q\RQH� FDQ� SOD\�� ZLWK� DQ\� WUDFN�
RI �PXVLF��:KHQ�,�SOD\�WKLV�JDPH�XVLQJ�WKH�
����WKH�DQVZHU�KDV�EHHQ�LQYDULDEO\�´7KHUH·V�
QRWKLQJ�,·P�QRW�JHWWLQJ��DQG�PD\EH�,�VKRXOG�
WXUQ� LW� XS� D� ELW� PRUH� WR� PDNH� VXUH«�µ�
:KLOH�WKH�����VRXQGV�MXVW�ÀQH�ZKHQ�SOD\HG�
DW�PRGHUDWH�YROXPH� OHYHOV��ZKHQ�WKH�63/V�
EHJLQ� WR�SHDN�DW���G%�DQG�DERYH�� WKH�����
UHDOO\�FRPHV�LQWR�LWV�RZQ�DQG�WXUQV�LQWR�WKH�
FORVHVW� WKLQJ�WR�D�´VWUDLJKW�ZLUH�ZLWK�JDLQµ�
WKDW�,·YH�KHDUG�LQ�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH��
/RRNLQJ�EDFN�RQ�DQFLHQW� OLVWHQLQJ�QRWHV�

IURP� WKH� GD\V� ZKHQ� WKH� %RXOGHU� ���$(�
SRZHU�DPSOLÀHU�ZDV�LQ�P\�V\VWHPV��,�FDQ�VHH�
WKDW�WKH�����VKDUHV�FHUWDLQ�GHVLJQ�FKDUDFWHU�
LVWLFV��HVSHFLDOO\�DV�UHJDUGV�UHOLDELOLW\�DQG�EXO�
OHW�SURRI � FRQVWUXFWLRQ��EXW� WR�P\�HDUV� WKH�
����LV�PRUH�QHXWUDO�DQG�PRUH�PXVLFDO��2QH�
FRXOG�DUJXH�WKDW�EDFN�LQ�WKH����$(·V�GD\�WKH�
VRXUFHV�� ERWK� DQDORJ� DQG� GLJLWDO�� ZHUH� WKH�
UHDVRQ�WKDW�WKH�V\VWHP�VRXQGHG�DV�LW�GLG��EXW�
ZLWKRXW�D����$(�WR�FRPSDUH�WKH�����WR�WKLV�
LV�SXUH�VXUPLVDO�RQ�P\�SDUW�

%RXOGHU�����,QWHJUDWHG�$PSOLƩHU��Electronic Focus
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3GD�ƥQRS�SHLD�(�RDS�ENNS� HM�@�!NTKCDQ� LOKHƥDQ�řE@BSNQXŚ� HS�V@R�HM�
a large, rambling, soon-to-be-scheduled-for-demolition house 
HM� +NTHRUHKKD�� "NKNQ@CN
� 2HMBD� SGDM�� !NTKCDQ�  LOKHƥDQR� G@R� G@C�
several factory locations, with the last one actually within the 
city limits of Boulder, Colorado. But six years ago Boulder founder 
)DƤ�-DKRNM�CDBHCDC�SG@S�!NTKCDQ� LOKHƥDQR�MDDCDC�LNQD�RO@BD�HE�
it was to grow to the next level. He began developing a plan for 
an ambitious new facility that was realized in the Fall of 2016. 
Fortunately, the new space is large enough that Boulder was able 
to keep the facility fully operational during the pandemic, even 
with distancing precautions in place. On May 20, 2021, Boulder 
@LOKHƥDQR�G@C�HSR�ƥQRS�NTSRHCD�UHRHSNQ�HM�NUDQ�@�XD@Q
�3G@S�VNTKC�AD�
me, serving as audiophile wingman for a friend. The new facility is 
@R�HLOQDRRHUD�@R�SGD�@L@YHMF�@TCHN�CDUHBDR�BQD@SDC�VHSGHM
�6G@S�
follows is a brief look into the place where Boulder products come 
to life. 

Factory Tour %RXOGHU�����,QWHJUDWHG�$PSOLƩHU

Steven Stone Visits  
the Boulder Factory
Steven Stone

A dedicated Boulder 866 Integrated assembly station. 
Each chassis is attached to its own movable platform, 
VGHBG�L@JDR�@RRDLAKX�D@RHDQ
�3GHR�HR�VGDQD�SGD�ƥQRS�RSDOR�
of a new batch of units occurs.

!NTKCDQ� LOKHƥDQŗR�LDBG@MHB@K�CDRHFM�VNQJRS@SHNM
� KK�
chassis are designed and built in-house at the Boulder 
facility in Louisville, CO. IronCAD 3D is the 3D program 
used in the design of every Boulder product.

.MD�NE�ƥUD�"-"�L@BGHMHMF�BDMSDQR�@S�SGD�!NTKCDQ� LOKH-
ƥDQŗR�E@BSNQX
�3GHR�NMD�HR�ADHMF�RDS�TO�SN�L@BGHMD�AQ@BJDSR�
ENQ�SGD�����������@LOKHƥDQR
�(E�@�CDRHFM�MDDCR�@M�@KTLH-
num part, button, or bracket, Boulder makes it. 
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Raw slabs of aluminum ready to be 
L@BGHMDC�HMSN�@LOKHƥDQ�A@RDR�ENQ�SGD�
3050/3060. 

A 3050/3060 power transformer assembly. 
This assembly weighs over 100 pounds alone. 
It contains four custom American-made toroid 
transformers that are fully insulated and then 
potted in a special epoxy compound. 

Boulder’s largest sound room, which is sonically isolated from the rest 
of the factory (28.5 dB SPL base level room noise as measured via an 
iPhone app), is used for listening to new units coming out of testing. 
Every single unit that Boulder builds gets auditioned in one of its 
sound rooms. This listening room was set up with Focal Grande Utopia 
ROD@JDQR��ʙ��������OQ
��CQHUDM�AX�SGD�!NTKCDQ�����(MSDFQ@SDC�@LOKHƥ-
DQ
�2OD@JDQ�B@AKDR�EQNL�6DRSK@JD� TCHN


2GDKUDR�ƥKKDC�VHSG�O@QSR


 �!NTKCDQ�����(MSDFQ@SDC�@LOKHƥDQ�NM�@�SDRSHMF�
B@QS�HM�SGD�RNTMC�QNNL�ENQ�ƥM@K�KHRSDMHMF�SDRSR
�
Boulder 3050 mono power amps and a 3060 
Stereo power amp also shown. 

A view of Boulder’s inventory of assorted 
power transformers ready to be tested 
and placed into potted enclosures.



      


